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Subject: Intervention (International law) Excerpt: . . . Healing the source of these conflicts will require both
economic and social 5 development. The implication is that peace operations involve much more than
diplomatic and military eCorts. They will likely require humanitarian relief and nation building to get at the
underlying causes of the conflict and ensure long-term stability. Violent internal conflicts oEen represent a
threat to the peace under the broad meaning outlined above. In addition to humanitarian tragedy, armed
conflicts can also aCect regional stability by causing mass refugee migration or threatening wider involvement
by regional powers. However, these 6 conflicts will rarely threaten the vital interest of the United States. The
presidents policy on peace operations states that while such limited conflicts do not directly threaten American
interest, their cumulative eCect is still significant. Peace operations are viewed by the current administration as
a cost-eCective measure to contain or resolve small internal or regional conflicts 7 before they become more
costly threats to the national interests. Because the motivation behind peace operations is limited, the political
objectives are also limited. The political objectives of peace operations involve containing small conflicts,
alleviating the short-term suCering and external eCects caused by these conflicts, and promoting the resolution
of the conflict through nonviolent means to achieve long-term regional stability. The political end state of
peace operations is reached by establishing a viable political process for conflict resolution while potentially
dealing with some of the underlying economic and social causes of the conflict. Peace operations are
conducted to reach a solution by conciliation among the competing parties 8 rather than termination by
force....
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