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University of Missouri. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 128 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x
0.4in.As an orphan train crossed the country, it left part of its cargo at each stop, a few children in one small
town and a few in another. Even though farmers needed many hands for labor, most of the small farm
communities could not or would not take all of the children on the train. As the train moved to its next stop,
those children not taken feared no one would ever want them. Early immigration laws encouraged the poor of
Europe to find new hope with new lives in the United States. But sometimes the immigrants exchanged a bad
situation in their native country for an even worse one on the streets of New York and other industrial cities. As
a result, the streets were filled with crowds of abandoned children that the police called street arabs. Many New
York citizens blamed the street arabs for crime and violence in the city and wanted them placed in orphan
homes or prisons. In 1853 a man by the name of Charles Loring Brace, along with other well-to-do men in New
York City, founded the Childrens Aid Society. The society planned to give food, lodging, and clothing to
homeless children and provide educational and trade opportunities for them. But the number of children
needing help was so large that the Childrens Aid Society was unable to care for them, and Brace developed a
plan to send many of the children to the rural Midwest by train. He was convinced that the children of the
streets would find many benefits in rural America. In 1854 he persuaded the board of the society to send the first
trainload of orphans west. With this, the orphan trains were born....
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