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illustrated. 1859 Excerpt: . . . begin to bud and blossom; vegetables sprout, and the landscape wears a livelier
green. The earth seems to be glad and rejoice, whilst man congratulates it on its Tenewed vigour and
renovated appearance. There is something cheerful, hopeful and agreeable in spring; agreeable, because
Nature has put off her winter gloom, and is now wearing a more lightsome aspect. Hopeful, because the
vegetable earth is preparing produce, and affording prospect of abundant reward to the husbandman. How
anxiously the cottager walks round his garden to see if the plants are thriving, or the flowers appearing, --if the
rose trees are budding, or the fruit trees are blossoming; with what pleasure does he perceive their different
growths, expansions, and unfoldings. We will now pass on from Spring to Midsummer, which commences in
June. On the 21st of this month the sun arrives at the Summer solstice, when his scorching rays descend with a
powerful heat, shining forth in the meridian sky with all his noontide glory and dazzling splendour. At this
season there is no real night, but a dim twilight. The sun is above the horizon upwards of sixteen hours. It is
generally at the letter end of this season that we experience the hottest weather, although the sun is not so long
above the horizon. This is owing to the earth and atmosphere being so excessively heated as not to have
sufficient space between the setting and rising of the sun to cool, thus making...
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