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indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: . present matrimonial law seems to be in a great medley. The end should
be not to favor husbands or wives as such, but to uphold and promote the encouragement and perpetuity of
There should be a reward for labor, service and duty in the marriage relation, not merely for the skill to
captivate by wiles, or perhaps deceitfully to make a sharp bargain. the family. For that purpose the family state
should as far as possible be made, not terrifying, but inviting; nor furnishing a prospect of legal struggles and
financial ruin, but of permanence, of economic success, of contentment and happiness. The courts should not
aFord encouragement or a prospective reward for the party plaintiF who seeks to break up a home. It seldom
does good to enslave one of the parties under the principle of permanent alimony, for marriages that have
existed but a short time; and such cases are fast creating among many of the most prudent of the unwedded a
sense of horror at the very institution. NOTE. The laws presented in this chapter are those of the State of New
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