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edition. Excerpt: .at present so unreliable. The town gave the
proposal honorable burial by voting to consider it merely. But,
ten years later, March 13, 1677, Deacon Peck, the Church
Treasurer, was constrained to make the same motion in Town-
Meeting, and for the same reason. It must be set down as one of
the paradoxes of human nature that a Puritan community was
backward in paying its minister, except under compulsion.
Deacon Peck s facts were cogent arguments. The town assented
to his motion, and voted to raise yearly for the elder s support a
tax of twopence halfpenny in the pound. Where the Church had
once been ruler, it was now the client. Henceforth the elder was
a public functionary, and it was announced that the minister s
tax must be handed by every man to Deacon Peck. There was a
young man named John...
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