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character of the title to the lands they occupy under the decisions of the Courts of the United States, and the
Courts of the State of New York. It is known to them that the Government considers all Indians its wards, and as
such, under its special protection and oversight. It has charge of their funds, and the annuities they are entitled
to are annually paid to them by its officers appointed for the purpose. The history of the origin of the right
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