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PREFACE In the present little book, I merely endeavour to draw
out a general sketch of some of the more important principles
which should be observed by all who pretend to have any
acquaintance with English etymology. The general ignorance of
even the most elementary notions on the subject, as perpetually
exhibited in our periodical literature, is truly deplorable, owing
probably to the fact that anything like a scientific treatment of
etymology is of comparatively modern growth. It is also not a
little remarkable that the history of the English language, and
particularly of the changes in its pronunciation, is seldom found
to be amongst the subjects which every schoolboy knows. A
person wholly ignorant of botany would hesitate, in these days,
to dash headlong into a botanical subject; but similar caution,
as respects the study of etymology, is frequently scouted as
displaying...
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