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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1893 edition. Excerpt: .great admiration. Good! said he, the king always wears,
then, the magic ring which you have put on his finger? Always, said the duchess, smiling; and as | think | hear
his Majesty s footstep, you will have, | believe, proof of it. The king, indeed, had a key to Diane s secret door, as
the Cardinal de Lorraine had one to Catherine s. There were many secret doors in the Louvre, all of which had
at least one key, if not two. Nonsense! said the duchess, regarding her elderly admirer with an indefinable
expression of fun, you are surely not going to be jealous of the king now? | ought to be, grumbled the veteran.
Ah, take care! said the duchess, who could not help alluding to the proverbial avarice of the Montmorencys. It
would be jealousy at two hundred per cent loss; and that is not the percentage at which you are accustomed to
put-- She was going to say your love, but she stopped. What 1 asked the constable. Your money, said the
duchess. At this moment the king entered the apartment. Oh, Sire! cried Diane, rushing toward him, do come,
for | was about to send for you. Here is our dear constable, who has just arrived, ever young and proud as the
god Mars. Yes, said the king, using the mythological language of the day, and his first visit is to the goddess
Venus. He is right. I never...
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