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Aquarius as a lifeboat will be the most readily recalled of the 1970 events. Yet, as this volume clearly indicates,
there were many significant milestones in space and aeronautics. The lunar samples returned by Apollo 11 and
12 were intensively studied in the United States and 16 other countries; the last two Apollo missions scheduled
were canceled; the feasibility of reusable space shuttles as a means of reducing the cost and expanding the
versatility of space operations was examined in greater detail; the Skylab program to evaluate mans
adaptation to the space environment proceeded toward its launchings in early 1973. Dividends continued to be
returned from our scientific satellites already in orbit: Pioneer VI completed six orbits of the sun, providing data
on solar weather on the far side of the sun; Oao Il began transmitting ultraviolet spectral data on some 25 000
stars; Ogo lll, IV, V, and VI made sky surveys which could correlate geophysical data from other satellites,
sounding rockets, and ground-based instruments. Among the 38 new payloads launched by the United States
were the first prototype satellite for an operational weather system, ITOS, and three Intelsat communications
satellites. Japan and China both launched their first satellites during 1970. In aeronautics, research and
development on the supercritical wing culminated in the first flight tests. And the X-24 lifting body...
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